Australian-German Institute Inc.
a link between Australia and the German-speaking regions of Europe

F EDERKIEL

No: XLIX, December 2011

Dear Members and Friends of ‘Das Zentrum’
Australian-German Institute Inc.
Another year is quickly drawing to a close, Christmas is just around the corner and this
is the last Federkiel for 2011. I would like to take the opportunity to extend to you my
best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. May your holiday season
and the New Year be filled with much joy, happiness and success. I would also like to
thank you very much for your loyal support over the last year and hope that you will
support us again in the coming year.
All we have to do now is get ready for Christmas and enjoy it when it comes.
Viele Grüsse mit Wünschen für Frohe Weihnachten.
Paul Gamp
President

Christmas Closing Dates
í Das Zentrum will be closing over the Christmas break
from close of business Friday 23 December 2011 and
re-opening on Tuesday 24 January 2012.
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GERMAN IMMERSION WEEKEND – 9-10 September 2011
Am Freitagabend haben wir uns mit ideenreichen und eisbrechenden Spielen
kennengelernt. Nach der Willkommensdrink und köstlichen Häppchen haben wir
einen sehr komischen Film mit Untertiteln (Gott sei Dank) gesehen.
Am folgenden Morgen war meine Gruppe mit Kathrin Furmanek auf dem tollen Platz
in Berlin. Keine sterile Grammatik in diesem Klassenzimmer! Wir haben unsere
Zeit mit den Kunstformen Expressionismus, Dada und Bauhaus- verbracht. Am
besten haben wir unsere Grammatik gesungen – Berliner Cabarett und die
Dreigroschenoper.
Am Nachmittag – Poetry Slam. Wir mussten ein Gedicht mit Energie und Rhythmus
schreiben. Natürlich hatte ich Tennis gewählt. Hier ist es für euer Interesse!

Immersion Weekend Teachers/Organisers (from left to right): Birgit Matwijiw,
Heike Craig, Patricia Schiessl, Kathrin Furmanek, Katrin Matthews.
Absent: Christiane Roth and Livia Tigwell.

Presentation of Certificates
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GRAND SLAM !
Jedes Wochenende, jedes Wochenende
hab’ich Tennis gespielt.
Als – Ich – Kind – wa.r
Pow! Pow! Pow!
Jeden Samstag, jeden Sonntag,
hab’ ich Tennis gespielt.
Am Morgen, am Abend
Zu Mittag, zu Mitternacht
in – mei – nen – Traü - men
hab’ ich Tennis gespielt.
Im Winter, im Sommer
Im Frühling, im Herbst
hab’ ich Tennis gespielt
Im Schlafzimmer, im Badezimmer
Im Wohnzimmer, im Waschraum
hab’ ich Tennis gespielt
Als - Ich – Kind - war
Pow! Pow! Pow!
Jetzt - sitz’ ich vor dem Fernsehen,
Jedes Wochenende, jedes Wochenende,
Schau’ ich das Fernsehen an.
Jeden Samstag, jeden Sonntag
Vom Morgen bis Abend
Schau’ ich das Tennis an,
Im Sommer, im Winter
Im Sonnenschein, im Schnee
Schau’ ich das Tennis an.
In dem Klassenzimmer,
In dem Krankenhaus,
In der Küche
In der Kirche
Schau’ ich das Tennis an.
Wimbledon, Paris
Melbourne und New York
Schau’ ich das Tennis an.
Venus, Serena, Roger, Raffa und Sam
spiele - ich – mit.
In – meinen - Traü – men,
Poh, Poh, Poh

3

Nachher sind wir alle zusammengekommen, und das Interview mit der reizenden
Claudia Schiffer war besonders interessant!
Am Abend noch mehr Vergnügen. Wir sind in die USA zurückgekehrt und haben
Swing mit Ricky und Carly getanzt. Nach solcher körperliche Bewegung mussten
wir Kuchen, Kuchen und noch mehr Kuchen essen.
Was für ein herrliches Wochenende! Vielen, vielen Dank an Patricia Schießl, das
Komitee des Zentrums und die grosszügigen, talentierten Lehrerinnen.
Maureen Howard (in Zusammenarbeit mit Jan Cashman)

Students decorating Black Forest Cakes (Schwarzwälderkirschtorte)
and presenting their creations
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Annual General Meeting 2011
Das Zentrum’s AGM was held on 26 October 2011 following another busy 12
months. At the meeting a new committee was elected, as follows:
President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Committee:

Paul Gamp
Rachel Cremer
Bill Maude
Martin Callaghan
William Campbell
Heike Craig
Julie Hotchin
Edmund Kralikas

In addition the following committee members were co-opted to join the committee in
a subsequent meeting:
Gavan Cashman
Ken Randall
Patricia Schiessl
Eva Wagner
If you have any suggestions for activities or thoughts about improvements for Das
Zentrum, feel free to discuss your ideas with a committee member.

Volunteers Needed – Multicultural Festival
Last year, for the first time, Das Zentrum organised and managed a stall, selling
German sausages and beer over a two day period, at the Multicultural Festival. It
was quite a risk we took as well as hard work but it paid off and our finances have
never looked better. We had 34 hard-working volunteers who generally worked a
four hour shift, with some working much longer. Your committee has decided that
we should run another stall at the Multicultural Festival in 2012. Planning for this
has already commenced and we anticipate running it along the same lines as last
year. We are seeking expressions of interest now from members and friends who
are able to help us to run another successful stall. The festival will be held on
Saturday 11th February 2012 from 11.00am to midnight and Sunday 12th February
2012 from 11.00am to 5.00pm.
If you are able to help it would be appreciated if you could call Paul on 6281 0486
prior to 15 January 2012.

Volunteers to be in attendance at ‘Das Zentrum’
during normal opening hours
We are also seeking backup volunteers who can be in attendance at ‘Das Zentrum’
when one of our regular volunteers is unable to be there. If you can assist in this
regard please call Paul on 6281 0486.
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LEARN GERMAN IN 2012
Do you speak German? A little bit? Or actually pretty well? No matter what – Das Zentrum’s
language classes will surely have something on offer to suit your needs.
Our experienced, highly qualified, native German teachers utilise state of the art materials
while small groups ensure individual attention to make the most of your ability and potential.

Beginning German
$220 for 14 two-hour sessions, Thursdays, 5.45-7.45 pm, Starts: 2 February 2012
Book: Langenscheidt Optimal A1 Textbook and workbook (best to order online, eg. through
amazon.de or amazon.eu - ordering it through a bookstore is costly and often takes very long)
No prior knowledge of German necessary.

Continuing German 1
$220 for 14 two-hour sessions, Tuesdays, 6-8 pm, Starts: 31 January 2012
Book: Langenscheidt Optimal A1 Text- and workbook (as above, best to order online, eg. through
amazon.de or amazon.eu) from chapter 7.
You should have some basic knowledge of German: introduce yourself, book a hotel room, ask for
directions, tell the date and hold a short conversation with one person. There will be a thorough
revision of structures and vocabulary at the beginning of the course.

Continuing German 3
$220 for 14 two-hour sessions Mondays, 6-8 pm, Starts: 30 January 2012
Book: Langenscheidt Optimal A2 Text- and workbook (as above, best to order online eg. through
amazon.de or amazon.eu). We don't do formal placement tests but it is a good idea to have a look at
the table of contents of the textbook to get an idea of where we are at exactly.
http://www.langenscheidt-unterrichtsportal.de/optimal_a_145.html
You can revise by going through the previous chapters. We will also do some revision in the first
lesson.

Intermediate German
$200 for 12 two-hour sessions, Wednesdays, 6-8 pm, Starts: 1 February 2012
Book: Langenscheidt Optimal B1 Text- and workbook. The semester will start with Plateau Stufe
1. We don’t do formal placement tests but it is a good idea to have a look at the table of contents of
the textbook to get an idea of where we are at exactly. (http://www.langenscheidtunterrichtsportal.de/optimal_a_146.html )
You can revise by going through the chapters of the previous Optimal A1+A2 books. We will also do
some revision in the first lesson.
You have to be a member of Das Zentrum to do any one of the above courses. Membership ($50
/ $30 concession per year) also gives you free access to our library resources (books, magazines,
videos, DVDs.) We meet at Das Zentrum, which is on the first floor of the Griffin Centre in
Civic. To sign up or for more details please email Patricia Schiessl on bezi@bigpond.net.au
(for beginners or continuing) or for intermediate gross.susanne@gmail.com with your name
and contact details (email address and mobile phone number please).
The payment for the course is due in the first lesson (no credit cards please). It would be good if
you could arrange your membership before the course starts. Simply go to the Griffin Centre
during opening hours for that (Tue-Fr. 11:30-2:30 and Friday nights). Alternatively, we can
sort that out on the first night as well.
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INFORMATION ABOUT US……
VISIT US AT:

OPENING HOURS

Griffin Centre
Level 1, Room 1.03
20 Genge Street
Civic

Tuesday to Friday
11:30am to 2:30pm

BY MAIL:

YOUR COMMITTEE

Das Zentrum
Griffin Centre
1.03/20 Genge St
Canberra ACT 2601

President: Paul Gamp, ph: 6281 0486
Secretary: Rachel Cremer, ph: 6259 5205
Treasurer: Bill Maude, ph: 6295 3565
Language course enquiries: Patricia Schiessl,
bezi@bigpond.net.au

Friday
5:30pm to 8:00pm

CONTACT US:
Phone 6230 0441 during opening hours
Email: pgamp@orac.net.au or rachelcremer@hotmail.com
Or visit: www.daszentrum.org.au

Das Zentrum is a library, resource centre, and meeting place for anyone
with an interest in the German speaking regions of Europe.
• Are you a visitor from Germany looking for up-to-date magazines or
newspapers?
• Are you a student studying the German language who needs study material or
German DVDs to help develop your language skills?
• Are you looking for German-speaking people to help you retain your language
skills in an informal environment?
Das Zentrum can help with the above and more. Information on our language
courses and upcoming events is enclosed. Or if you need more details just drop in or
contact us on the numbers above.

 The publication of this newsletter was made possible by the support
of the ACT Government’s Multicultural Grants Program 2011-12.
 Contributions, ideas and/or complaints are invited!
Please contact Rachel at: rachelcremer@hotmail.com.
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Calendar of Events
of Das Zentrum
Book in to your diaries now…
German language classes starting in 2012:
Thursdays
5.45 – 7.45pm

Beginning German – no prior knowledge of German necessary –
starting 2 February 2012.

Tuesdays 6-8pm

Continuing German 1 starts 31 January 2012.

Mondays 6-8pm

Continuing German 3 starts 30 January 2012.

Wednesdays 6-8pm

Intermediate German starts 1 February 2012.
See enclosed for more details of classes offered next year and how
to enrol.

Every Thursday
7.45pm until late

German conversation group will continue weekly at Das
Zentrum next year. Cost for this popular group is $30 per six
months. Contact Paul for more details on 6281 0486 or
pgamp@orac.net.au.

Tues 6 December
7.00pm

Das Zentrum Christmas Dinner at Brassey Hotel, Barton. Cost
is $56 for 2 courses plus drinks. Swiss chef Beat Ettlin has put
together a special Christmas menu. For more details or to book
please contact Bill Maude william.maude@bigpond.com.

COMING SOON
in 2012

There is no rest for the Das Zentrum Committee with planning
underway for more exciting events in 2012.
OTHER EVENTS:

26 November 2011
to 18 March 2012

The National Library of Australia presents Handwritten: Ten
Centuries of Manuscript Treasures from Staatsbibliothek zu
Berlin. Don’t miss this exclusive Australian exhibition which
includes 100 unique manuscripts over a 1,000 year period from
Germany’s largest library. For free tickets, or for more
information visit: www.nla.gov.au.
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