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F EDERKIEL
Liebe Mitglieder
Zentrums,

und

Freunde

No: XXXXIV, May 2010

des

Dear members and friends of Das
Zentrum

ich freue mich, Ihnen mitteilen zu können,
dass unsere neue Webseite das Licht der
Welt erblickt hat und Ihnen jetzt voll zur
Verfügung steht Unsere neueste ITAusstattung ist ebenfalls installiert und
funktioniert gut, abgesehen von kleinen
Ausrutschern. Wir hatten schon zwei sehr
erfolgreiche DVD Filmvorführungen. Die
Adresse für unsere Webseite
ist:
www.daszentrum.org.au.

I am pleased to tell you that our new
website is up and running. All our new
equipment is in place and, apart from
some minor fine-tuning, is working
well. We have already had two very
successful DVD screenings using our
new screen and projector. Our web
address is: www.daszentrum.org.au.
We would again like to thank the
Goethe Institute for making this
possible. We would also appreciate
your comments and suggestions in
relation to our website and the services
we offer to you, and where and how we
can make improvements.

Wir möchten uns an dieser Stelle nochmals
für die Hilfe des Goethe Instituts bedanken.
Wir würden uns auch freuen, wenn Sie uns
mit Kommentaren und Vorschlägen
unterstützen würden, wie wir unsere
Webseite und das generelle Angebot des
Zentrums verbessern könnten.

Your committee invites you to come to
our Open Day on Saturday 22 May.
More details are shown in the events
calendar.

Das Komitee des Zentrums lädt Sie
herzlichst ein, am Samstag, dem 22. Mai zu
unserem Tag der Offenen Tür zu kommen.
Nähere Einzelheiten entnehmen Sie bitte
dem Veranstaltungskalender.

Paul Gamp

In this edition:
 Dietrich Bonhöffer Talk Review
 Invitations: Open Day & Winter Solstice Dinner
 Guided tour – our new website!
 Events coming soon – book in to your diary now!
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INFO RMATIO N ABOU T U S……
VISIT U S A T:

OPENING HOU RS

Griffin Centre
Level 1, Room 1.03
20 Genge Street
Civic

Tuesday to Friday
11:30am to 2:30pm

BY MA IL:

YOU R CO MMITTEE

Das Zentrum
Griffin Centre
1.03/20 Genge St
Canberra ACT 2601

President: Paul Gamp, ph: 6281 0486
Secretary: Rachel Cremer, ph: 6259 5205
Treasurer: Marcus Gamp, ph: 6161 1081
Language course enquiries: Patricia Schiessl,
bezi@bigpond.net.au

Friday
5:30pm to 8:00pm

CO NTA CT U S:
Phone 6230 0441 during opening hours
Email: pgamp@orac.net.au
rachelcremer@hotmail.com
Or visit: www.daszentrum.org.au

Das Z ent rum is a library, resource centre, and meeting place for anyone
with an interest in the German speaking regions of Europe.
• Are you a visitor from Germany looking for up-to-date magazines or
newspapers?
• Are you a student studying the German language who needs study material or
German DVDs to help develop your language skills?
• Are you looking for German-speaking people to help you retain your language
skills in an informal environment?
Das Zentrum can help with the above and more. Information on our language
courses and upcoming events is enclosed. Or if you need more details just drop in or
contact us on the numbers above.

 The publication of this newsletter was made possible by the support of
the ACT Government’s Multicultural Grants Program 2009-10.
 Contributions, ideas and/or complaints are invited!
Please contact Rachel at: rachelcremer@hotmail.com.
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Dietrich Bon hö ffer – Presentation 11 t h Ma rch
Am 11. März hörten die Mitglieder und Freunde
des Zentrums einen höchst interessanten
Vortrag, von Hochwürden Professor John Moses
gehalten, über die Entwicklung der Gesinnung
des
evangelischen
Theologen,
Dietrich
Bonhöffer, gegenüber dem Antisemitismus, der
in der Ära des Nationalsozialismus herrschte.
Bonhöffer widersprach der überlieferten antisemitischen Theologie der Kirche und dem
Antisemitismus des nationalsozialistischen
Staates. Nach seiner Ansicht befolgte Hitler
nicht mehr die alte lutherische Lehre von “zwei
Reichen”, dem Reich Gottes und der Welt,
wodurch das Oberhaupt des Staates dem
allmächtigen Gott verantwortlich sei; sondern er
maßte sich an, durch die eigene Person die Stelle
Gottes zu ersetzen. Bonhöffer sah sich somit
verpflichtet, aus rein theologischen Gründen,
gegen Hitler zu kämpfen und ihn, wenn nötig
durch Gewalt, zu stürzen. Obgleich seine
Beweggründe von den anderen verschiedenartig
waren,
schloß
sich
Bonhöffer
der
Widerstandsbewegung an, wurde verhaftet und
im April 1945, kurz vor dem Ende des Kriegs,
hingerichtet.

On 11 March members and friends of Das
Zentrum heard a very interesting talk given
by Reverend Professor John Moses about the
development of the views of Dietrich
Bonhöffer, the Lutheran theologian, towards
the anti-semitism that prevailed during the
national socialist era. Bonhöffer opposed the
church’s traditional anti-semitic theology and
the anti-semitism of the national-socialist
state. According to him, Hitler no longer
followed the old lutheran doctrine of the “two
Kingdoms”, of God and the World, but
presumed to displace God through his own
person. Thus, for purely theological reasons,
Bonhöffer saw himself obliged to fight
against Hitler and to bring about his downfall,
if necessary with force. Accordingly,
although his motives were of a different kind
from those of the others, Bonhöffer joined the
resistance movement, was arrested and in
April 1945, shortly before the end of the war,
executed.

Der volleText des Vortrags ist auf der Webseite
des Zentrums zu lesen:

www.daszentrum.org.au

The full text of the talk can be read on Das
Zentrum’s website:

Professor Moses’ lecture is in part a summary
of his recently published book “The
Reluctant
Revolutionary,
Dietrich
Bonhoeffer’s Collision with Prusso-German
History”. Highly recommended!

www.daszentrum.org.au
Der Vortrag von Professor Moses ist zum Teil
eine Zusammenfassung von seinem kürzlich
erschienenen
Buch
“The
Reluctant
Revolutionary, Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Collision
with Prusso-German History”. Sehr zu
empfehlen!
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Australian-German Institute Inc.

WINTER SOLSTICE DINNER
As the weather cools down and daylight hours are fewer, join us for a dinner
gathering to help warm things up.

Saturday 26 June
from 6.30 for 7.00 pm

EU Café
Griffith Shops
Barker St, Griffith
Menu details will be available soon on our webpage. To book your place
please email Martin martinc@unswalumni.com or call Bill on 6260 9735.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Semester 2 Language Classes ?
Das Zentrum runs language classes each semester at various levels. If there is
sufficient demand, we are looking to run a beginners class in Semester 2, 2010
for students with very little or no prior German language studies. If you are
interested in joining this group, or have any queries about other courses on offer,
please contact Patricia at bezi@bigpond.net.au.

4

Language debate in Germany
German – Language of Ideas
This initiative was launched in February 2010 by Guido Westerwelle, the German Foreign
Minister, to promote the German language and inspire young people to learn German throughout
the world. At the opening event of the campaign, Westerwelle emphasized the importance of
learning German: ‘German is the language at the heart of Europe. It is spoken by more people
than any other European language.’ Learning German, he added, offered access to German
literature, music, philosophy and science, to the wealth of great European cultural traditions.
Germany stood for technology and design, creativity and quality, making it internationally
attractive.
The foreign minister’s launch of German – Language of Ideas followed only several months
after his refusal to speak English at a press conference caused a stir. Taking questions for the
first time after the election in September 2009, a BBC journalist asked the future foreign minister
to outline how Germany’s approach to foreign affairs would differ under his direction, and asked
him to answer in English. Westerwelle declined: “We are in Germany here”. Westerwelle
declared himself willing to converse in English at another time – over a cup of tea – but not to
respond to matters of state in a language other than German whilst on German soil. The reporter
did receive an answer to his question when he put it a second time, in German, with the aid of a
translator.
Commentary on the incident draws attention to the use of language – English as well as German
– within contemporary German culture. Opinion on Westerwelle’s actions has been divided.
Many people who are fed up with the increasing tendency to adopt English words in everyday
usage (checken, meeting, rebooten etc) applaud the foreign minister’s stand. Others, however,
have expressed concern at his perceived prickly manner, which failed to set the desired open and
engaging tone expected of a future foreign minister at his first press conference. The incident has
also led to debate on the qualifications for a foreign minister, including linguistic skills, and to
satirical social networking sites that have adopted ‘Westerwave’ (Welle is wave in English) as a
comic figure who translates German literally into rather odd and humorous English.
Growing criticism about the frequency of English usage has influenced the recent decision by
Deutsche Bahn to stop using English or mixed ‘denglish’ terms. Frustrated with the words such
as cancel, service point, city to city call, or counter, a group of pensioners in Bavaria petitioned
Deutsche Bahn to stop this practice and revert to German. The Bahn’s change of attitude has also
been adopted by other organisations, such as the Transport Ministry, where the use of English is
to be replaced by German: no more ‘in house meetings’ but ‘in hauseigenen Seminaren’, and
‘Projektgruppen’ are to replace ‘Taskforces’.
Promoting 2010 as the year for German – Language of Ideas is as much as about rekindling
passion for the German language at home as it is abroad. This initiative of the Foreign Ministry
is supported by several partner organisations, including the Goethe Institut. A series of events
has been organised, including a German ‘Language Olympiad’, competitions and exhibitions.
(http://www.diplo.de/diplo/de/Aussenpolitik/KulturDialog/DSDI/Uebersicht.html)
Julie Hotchin

5

WELCOME TO OUR WEBPAGE
As you will have read, we have recently launched a new bilingual webpage which
includes details of upcoming events, news, membership information, language courses
– basically everything you need to know about Das Zentrum!
You can visit us at:

www.daszentrum.org.au

Links to
German
language
pages

Events Calendar
& Language
Course Details

Information
about us
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INVITATION
Das Zentrum Open Day
Saturday 22 May
from 1.00 PM to 4.00 PM
Come and see what Das Zentrum has to offer - we have something for
almost everyone.
On the day we will give away books, provide information about our
language classes, demonstrate our new IT equipment with sample DVD
screenings, introduce our new website to you, show you how to read
newspapers and listen to radio from the German speaking regions over the
internet and how you can have access to the internet at Das Zentrum. Not
to forget, we will have coffee and home-baked cake available for you. It
will be a nice and informative way to spend a Saturday afternoon.
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Calendar of Events
of Das Zentrum
Mondays 6-8pm

German language class for beginners – Semester 1 is currently
underway. Express interest for Semester 2 starting in late July.

Tuesdays 6-8pm

German language class at advanced level for intermediate to
advanced students. As above, Semester 2 will start from late July.

Wednesdays 6-8pm

German language class for continuing beginners. For more
information or to enrol for Semester 2 for classes at all levels
please contact Patricia by email: bezi@bigpond.net.au.

Every Thursday
7.30pm until late

German conversation group continues weekly at Das Zentrum.
Cost for this popular group is $30 per six months – contact Paul
for more details on 6281 0486 or pgamp@orac.net.au.

Saturday 22 May
1 to 4pm

Das Zentrum Open Day
Drop in to see what we have to offer. More details enclosed.

Friday evenings
from 7.30pm

Freitag Filmabend – regular Friday evening film screenings at
Das Zentrum. Please check our webpage regularly for film details
and dates. Entry by gold coin donation. Our next screening is on
Friday 28 May: "Wunder Frauenkirche" – a fascinating
documentary about the restoration of Dresden's Frauenkirche
"Church of our Lady". Note this screening is in German only.

Saturday 26 June
6.30 for 7pm

Winter Solstice Dinner at EU Café, Griffith Shops. For more
details check our webpage or contact Martin by email
martinc@unswalumni.com or Bill by phone 6260 9735.

COMING SOON

Trivia Night – Don’t miss our popular bilingual trivia night –
more details coming soon.

 The publication of this newsletter was made possible by the support of
the ACT Government’s Multicultural Grants Program 2009-10.
 Contributions, ideas and/or complaints are invited!
Please contact Rachel at: rachelcremer@hotmail.com.
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